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T he RAAF Mirage Story is a compilation of 
personal accounts by those who acquired, 
built, maintained and operated the RAAF Mirage. 

It is not an official history, but a story as recalled 
by those who took part -  Ron Susans, Fred Barnes, 
Jim  Flemming and many others. The foreword is 
provided by a former Chief o f The Air Staff and 
Mirage pilot -  Air M arshal Jake Newham.

The story starts in Paris in 1961 and ends 
28 years later in a storage hangar in Woomera.
In between are the trials and tribulations, the 
joys and sorrows, the failures and successes o f the 
RAAF Mirage era. It is a story of evolution in the 
RAAF Fighter Force and the Australian aircraft 
industry. Above all, though, it is a story o f respect 
and affection for an imperfect, yet highly-regarded 
fighter aircraft.

Wing Commander Martin Susans joined the RAAF as a trainee 
pilot in 1964. His flying experience has been mainly on fighter and 
strike aircraft including Sabre, Mirage, F4E and F111C.

Wing Commander Susans has logged over 1600 hours on the 
Mirage 1110, much of that during two tours with No 3 Squadron at 
Air Base Butterworth, Malaysia.

His association with RAAF 
Mirage project started in 1961, 
when as a high school student 
he accompanied his parents to 
Paris. His father, Air Vice 
Marshal Ron Susans, was the 
RAAF’s first Air Attache in 
Paris and as such was 
responsibile for setting up the 
office which acquired the 
RAAF Mirage.
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